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Introduction 
The methods used in the selection of judges in the United States vary from one state to the next. Each state has its procedures and guidelines used in selecting new individuals for the state judicial positions. Most of the states in America generally use two basic methods of selecting judges which include election and appointment. However, each state uses either of the methods of judicial selection differently from one another while other states prefer the use of nomination procedures. Various methods under the two categories are employed in different states such as the partisan and nonpartisan election, legislative elections, or gubernatorial elections. Each state employs the method which   aligns best with their goals (Larkin, 2015, 65)
Election and reelection of judges through partisan elections is the majorly used method in the selection of judges in Texas. The voters in the state have the right to cast a vote for a particular candidate through a straight-ticket option. The judge elected is in one partisan election is expected to be selected for re-election in the next term. One party is also expected to win all the seats in the jurisdiction. 

Other methods of judicial selection include nonpartisan elections. In this selection process, the top two candidates regardless of the party they come from proceeding to the election. The top two candidates are identified through a primary election. The listing of the candidates in the ballot for the general elections includes no indications of party affiliations. Although the nonpartisan elections may differ from state to state, each state has a code of conduct that defines how much party affiliation one can reveal. The legislative election of judges is an alternative method of electing judges. It includes the election of judges through legislators of the state instead of being elected by the state governor or the public through voting (Flango, Eugene and Craig, 2017,25). 
The selection of judges through partisan elections is one of the best methods used in the selection of judges. Partisan elections give the general public a chance to select their preferred candidate to others which gives them a chance to participate in the judicial system. There is also competition between members of the democratic and republican parties and party affiliation is required during the candidate listing in the ballot. In other states such as New York, the voters are given an opportunity to elect a team of delegates who represent them in selecting the judge in the general elections. 

The voters benefit the most from partisan elections. They are given a chance to elect leaders based on the different parties they represent. When the elected judge takes the position in the court of law, they help in representing the voters in the justice system (Flango, Eugene and Craig, 2017,25). Political parties such as the Democratic and Republican parties also benefit from the partisan elections as the elected candidates require affiliation to a certain party. Different political parties are represented in partisan elections which makes them more popular. 

Ways of engaging the political process in Texas;
· Learn the election laws to understand the role of a voter in the selection of the suitable candidate

· Promoting a specific ideology which should help in defining the best candidate for the judicial position.
Conclusion 
Different states in the United States use different methods of selecting judges. Each state has a set of guidelines that govern how the preferred method is carried on. States such as Texas use the partisan election method where candidates with affiliation to certain political parties compete and are elected through voting by the general public. This is one of the best methods as it gives the general public a chance to participate in the judicial system (Larkin, 2015, 65)
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